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Westletto start new Abbortsford-Hamilton service

CALGARY - WestJet Airlines Ltd. reported in a news release yester- .
day that it will be offering a new weekly non-stop passenger service be-
tween Abbotsford, B.C., and Hamilton, Ont. beginning on Jan. 19.
One-way fares for the flights will start at $263, the Calgary-based dis-
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FinningInternational says (3 netincome up sharply

TORONTO « Heavy-equipment distributor Finning International
Inc. said yesterday its net income and revenue rose sharply in the third
quarter because of acquisition-related growth, Finning said earnings
in the quarter ended Sept. 30 rose 60% to $29.9-million, or 39¢ a

Chevronopensoffice ahead of expected drillino*

HALIFAX « Chevron Canada Resources is opening a p
agement drilling office in Halifax in anticipation of app
deepwater exploratory well on the Scotian Slope. Cb-

count air carrier said.

share, compared with $18.7-million (25¢) in the year-ago quarter.

partner Petro-Canada plan to drill an explorator-
ter Mahone Block about 250 kilometres southe

U.S. environmental lawyer helps launch campaign against utility’s Belize project'

 Fortisdisputes

Kennedy claims

"MISLEADING INFORMATION'

By JAMES MCCARTEN

The son of former U.S. attorney-
general = Robert - Kennedy
launched a blistering public-rela-
tions salvo at Newfoundland-
based Fortis Inc. over its dam
project in Central America.

Robert Kennedy Jr., a lawyer for
the U.S.-based Natural Resources
Defense Council, is among those
urging utility giant Fortis to aban+
don a planned hydroelectric dam
in the Macal River Valley in Belize.

“The Belize project is inconsis-
tent with that Canadian tradition,
thebest traditions of Canada,” Mr.
Kennedysaid yesterday.

Mr. Kennedy was in Toronto to
help kick off a campaign oppos-
ing the dam, which critics insist
will lead to an environmental cat-
astrophe in one of central Ameri-
ca’s last remaining tracts of pris-

. tine wilderness.

*% The Chalillo dam has become a
cause célébre, prompting howls
of protest from Hollywood star
Harrison Ford and prominent
Newfoundland entertainer and
activist Greg Malone, who was on
hand for yesterday’s launch.

Fortis, however, denies the ac-

fvists’ claims.

“It’s a major bombardment in
the media of misleading informa-
tion,” said Fortis president and
chief executive Stan Marshall.

“Look, I can’t directly take on
Harrison Ford. What am I going
40 dg, hire Darth Vader?”
= A $259,000 environmental as-

sessment paid for by the Canadi-
an government said the project
‘would cause “significant and irre-
versible” harm to at least 12 dif-
ferent endangered or rare speciés
of wildlife, including the scarlet
macaw, the jaguar and the fresh-
water crocodile.

But the environmental compo-
nent of the study is flawed, Mr.
Marshall said, because the people
who conducted it were infl d

by lobbyists.

“It’s my understanding that

they came under some tremen-
dous pressure from these envi-
ronmental groups, and to a cer-
tain degree capitulated to them,”
he said. “It was noted by the peo-
ple doing the study that it was
factually incorrect.”

The government of Belize re-
sponded to criticism of the pro-
ject last month in a strongly
worded letter that chastized Mr.
Ford, Mr. Kennedy and the coun-
cil for spinning “an interesting
tale based loosely on the facts.”

Belize is a poor country with
many villages that still have no
power, something the govern-
ment is committed to reversing in
the most efficient way possible,
said the letter, signed by Cabinet
secretary Robert Leslie.

“We are the people most directly
affected,” Mr. Leslie wrote.

“In Belize, we are clearly, and al-
most to the person, of the view
that we the people and democrat-
ic government of Belize must be
theonestodecide.”

Mr. Marshall said Fortis will
abide by the government’s deci-
sion. - .
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Robert Kennedy Jr. is among the high-profile critics of Fortis Inc,’s dam project in Central America. “Thé

Belize projectisi with ... the best t

ditions of Canada,” he said in Toronto yesterday.




