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BAS Proposals
Belize Cty,
March 11, 1999,

The Government of "
Belize (GOB) and the Belize
Electricity Limited (BEL),
have embarked on prcpara-
tory work for the building of
the second phase of a hydro-
electric dam to generate en-
ergy. The Belize Audubon
Society notes that the last
an31ysis of oprions fortbe gen-! 
eration of electricity was con-

~ ductcd approximately 9 y~

ago. In addition to hydroelec-
tric energy, these options in-
clude co-generation of elec-
tricity from sugar cane ba-
gasse, citrus peel and others.

In keeping with its mis-
sian of promoting the sustain-
able use of nanlra1 resources
for the development of our
nation, and aftcrrcscarch and
consultations with key people
in industry, the business sec-
tor and the environmental
commImity, the Society pr0-
poses the following:

(l) The formulation of a
long-tcmI, comprehcnsivc En- -
ergy Policy for Belize which
wi11 aim to rcdtiCe its depen-
dence on the importation of
fossil fuels and energy. This
policy must take into Consid-
eration the proper and respon-
sible use of the natural re-
sources of Belize and weigh
all the options available for

generating power.
(2) The Government of

Belize should C<!Uduct a vig-
orous and comprehensive re-
view of a11 the options for gen-
erating energy from rencw-
able sources.

(3) A complete Environ-
InetIta1 Impact Assessment, in

accordance with the Environ-i 
mental Protection Act of

1992. must be conducted for
whatever- option is deemed
viable before the oprion is un-
dertaken.

The Belize Aububon

Society stands ready to col-
laborate with the public and

private sector, and civil soci-
ety in organizing a National
Forum on renewable Energy
~. We invite the gcnerai
public to rcv1CW our Working
DocInncnt on the Renewable 0 .o.
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